[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


The T(h)oms, String Duo

Play Pretty Productions

thomh@centurytel.net
Performer Profile
123 Anderson Ave.
(573) 443-3697
www.playprettyproductions.com
Columbia, MO  65203



The T(h)oms
String Duo
General Description for Brochure and Publicity.

“THE T(H)OMS” string duo plays the early swing, ragtime and blues that are the roots of modern jazz.  Thom Howard’s uses his unique full-bodied acoustic fingerstyle playing to accompany and blend with Tom Verdot’s energetic violin playing, creating an authentic but seldom heard jazz experience.  Prewar swing hits by such greats as Fats Waller and Irving Berlin, plus European and American giants of ragtime are presented in an unforgettable style.  Even raucous early cartoon music makes its way into the repertoire of “The T(h)oms.”  Get ready for something hot – “The T(h)oms” are in town!

A Brief Biography

Tom Verdot and Thom Howard have played together for more than 6 years, effortlessly spanning every American tradition from fiddle-led dance music through swing.  As a duo they have performed at the prestigious national Musical Instruments Museum in Brussels, Belgium, and as members of “Clarke Buehling and the Skirtlifters” they have toured Ireland, Belgium, Switzerland and throughout the United States.

Tom Verdot, a skilled concert-quality violin maker, plays his own instruments.  With a lifetime of experience in both orchestral and traditional playing, his solid technique lends itself to a wide variety of styles.  His long-time interest in American History has made him a fixture at several historical re-enactment events where he has participated as a dance master, speaker and first-person re-enactor.  

Thom Howard brings a long history of solo guitar performance to the duo.  His broad repertoire can quickly take an audience through several centuries of enjoyable music, or can be focused on modern samba, latin and fingerstyle playing.  Thom's first CD, “Sometimes a Guitar is Just a Guitar” showcases his versatility as a player and composer for solo guitar, and has reached listeners in Venezuela, Japan, and several European countries.  Thom was awarded first place in the 2003 Kansas Fingerpick Guitar competition.  Thom has also written songs for professional storytellers, to suit special gatherings, children's songs for Sing a Song with Sarah and Thom, and contemporary songs for his coffeehouse and festival shows.  He holds a Bachelor of Music degree, and teaches guitar and strings at Central Methodist University.
Program Themes and Styles

The Road to Jazz – The minstrel, rag and swing music that led to today’s jazz.

Ragtime T(h)oms – Turn-of-the-century classics of the ragtime revolution, including music of Scott Joplin, Ford T. Dabney and others.

American Fiddling – The full breadth of the American fiddling tradition is explored, from the British Isles tunes that are the foundation of the style through the innovations of western swing in the early 20th century.
Also available:

Contradance – A full range of reels, hornpipes, schottische, polka and waltz music for a traditional square or contradance.

“Clarke Buehling and the Skirtlifters”, banjo-led 4-piece authentic ragtime and old-time string band.
Set-Up Details

For smaller, private settings “The T(h)oms” may be able to provide their own PA system, or possibly play acoustically.  For larger venues, outdoor or noisier situations a more complete sound system with two instrument mics and one vocal mic may be necessary.  Armless chairs may be preferred to standing, and adequate performance space is required.
References
Hollis Stolz, Columbia Public Library, 573-817-7049, hstolz@coin.org
Carolyn Whetzel, St. Charles Visitors Bureau, 636-940-8099
Demo CD available on request.
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